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THE 


Two Wealthy Farmers, &e. 


PART I, 


TR. Bragwell and Mr. Worthy hap- 
pened to meet laft year at Weyhill 

air. They were glad to fee each other as 
had “but feldom met of late; Mr. 
iat having removed fome years be- 
re from Mr. “Worthy ’s neighbourhood, 
ya diftant village where he had bought 


Eftate. 


Mr. Bragwell was a fubftantial Farmer 
d Grazier. He had rifen in the world 
ywhat worldly men call a run of good 
rtune. He had alfo been a man of great 
iduftry ; that is, he had paid a diligent 
d conftant attention to his own intereit. 
e underitood bufinefs, and had a knack 
fturning almoft every thing to his own 
ivantage. He had that fort of fenfe 
hich good men call cunning, and knaves 
ull wifdom. He was too prudent ever 
) do any thing fo wrong that the law 
ould take hold of him; yet he was not 
er {crupulous about the morality of an 
lon, when the profpect of enriching 
mmfelf by it was very great, and the 
| I, 2 " 
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ADVANTAGES, &e. 


OHN BROWN was fervant in the 
family of a relpeGable Merchant in 
this city. He had lived there for feveral 
ears; and from his regular honelty, fo- 
ety and diligence, poflefled the confi- 
dence and affection of his mafter. While 
in that family, he married a fellow-fer- 
vant, a young woman whole name was 
Mary Coates, and they lived for more 
than feven years. very happily together. 
They had one child living, a fine little 
boy Anes fix years‘old, whomthey main- 
tained ata fchool, kept fome miles from 
town by Mary rafathers This was thought 
better than atl him tofchool in Lon- 
don, as he was under an affectionate rela- 
ton, * “ta the company of” 
id his wife got 

+ their child, 
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THE 





Two Wealthy Farmers, &e. 


PART L 


R. Bragwell.and Mr. Worthy hap- 

pened to meet lait year at Wey hill 
Fair.. They were glad to fee each ghee as 
they had ‘but feldom met of late; Mr, 
Bragwell having removed fome years be- 
fore from Mr. Worthy’s neighbourhood, 
to a diftant village, where he had bought 
an Eftate. 


Mr. Bragwell was a fubftantial Farmer 
and Grazier. He had rifen im the world 
by what worldly men call. a run of good 
fortune. He had alfo been a man of preat 
indultry ; that is, he had paid a diligent 
and conftant attention to his own intereit, 
He underftood bufinefs, and had a knack 
of turning almoft every thing to his own 
advantage. He had that fort of fenfe 
which good men call cunning, and knaves 
call wiidom. He was too prudent ever 
to do any thing fo wrong that the law 
could take hold of him; yet he was not 
over fcrupulous about the morality of an 
action, when the profpect of enriching 


himfelf by it was very great, and fy 
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. 4.3 


chance of hurting his charaéter was fmall. 
The corn he fent home to his cuftomers 
was not always quite fo good as the 
famples he had produced at Market, and 
he now and then forgot to name fome ca- 
pital blemifh in the horfes he fold at the 
Fair. He fcorned to be guilty of the-pet- 
ty frauds of cheating in weights and mea- 
fures, for he thought that was a beggarly 
fin; but he valued himfelf on his fkill in 
making a bargain, and fancied it fhewed 


~ his knowledge of the world to take advan- 


tage of the ignorance of a dealer. 


It was his conftant rule to undervalue | 


every thing he was about to buy, and to 
overvalue every thing he was about to fell; 
but as he prided himfelfon his charaéter 
he avoided every thing that was very 
fhameful, fo that he was confidered mere- 
ly as a hard dealer, and a keen hand at 
a bargain. Now and then when he had 
been caught in pufhing his own advantage 
too far, he contrived to get out of the 
{crape by turning the whole into a jeft, 
faying it was a good take in, a rare joke 
and that he had only a mind to divert him- 
felf with the folly of his neighbour who 
could be fo eafily impofed on, 
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Mr. Bragwell. had one favourite max- 
im, namely, that a man’s fuccefs in life 
was a fure proof of his wifdom ; and that 
all failure and. misfortune was the con. 


fequence of a man’s own folly. 


As this 


opinion was firft taken up by him from 
vanity and ignorance; fo it was more and 
more confirmed by his own profperity. 
He .faw that he himfelf had fucceeded 
greatly without either money or educati- 
on ‘to begin with, and he therefore now 
defpifed every Man, however excellent 
his character or talents might be, who had 


not had the fame fuccefs in life. 


His na- 


tural difpofition was not particularly bad, 
but. profperity had hardened his heart. 
He made his own progrefs in life the rule 
by which the condu& of all other men 
was to be judged, without any allowance 


for their peculiar difadvantages, 


vilitations of: Providence. He 


or the 
thought - 


for his part, that every man of fenfe could 


command fuccefs on his undertakip 






and.control and difpofe the eventsa@h His 


own life. 


But though he confidered the 








: who had 


had lefs fareuls than himfelf as no better 


than fools, yet he did not extend this opi- 
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nion to. Mr. Worthy, whom he booked 
hey not ‘only asa good: but a wife man. 

ey had’ been bred up when children 
in he fame houfe, but with this differ: 
ence, that Worthy was the nephew of the 
mafter, and’ Bragwelt the fon of the: fer: 
vant. 


_Bragwell’s father had been ploughman 
inthe family of Mr. Worthy’s uncle, a 
fEnfible man, who farmed a fmall eftate of 
his own, and syho, having no children: 
bred up young Worthy as his fon, in: 
ftructed him in the bufinefs of hufbandry 
and at his death left him his eftate. The 
father of Worthy was'a pious Clergyman 
who lived with his brother the farmer, in 


order to help out a narrow income.” He . 


had beftowed much pains on the inftruai- 
on of his fon, and ufed frequently to re- 
peat to him a faying which he had picked 
in a book, written by one of the great- 
men in this Cougtry, “that there were 
two things’with - ‘which every ‘man ought 
to be ac ainted, RELIGION AND ‘HIS 
Qqwn pugtness. While he therefore 
took care that his fon fhould be made anh 
excellent Farmer, he filled up his leifur 
hours in improving his mind; fo th 
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oo 
young Worthy had read more good Books 
and underftood them better than moft 
men in his ftation. His reading howe- 
ver had been chiefly confined to hufban- 
dry and divinity, the two fubjects which 


were of the moft immediate importance to * 
him. 


The reader will fee by this time that 
Mr. Bragwell and Mr. Worthy were 
likely to be as oppofite to each other as 
two men could well be, who were nearly 
of the fame age and condition, and who 
were neither of them without credit in the 
world. Bragwell indeed made far the 
greater figure, for he liked to cut a dash, 
aS “he called it. And while it was the 
pig Worthy to conform to his ftati- 
on, ito ‘fet a good example to thofe 
sheen: hit it was the delight of Brazwell 
to vie in his way of life with men of lar- 
ger fortune. He did not fee how much 
this vanity raifed the ill-will of his equals 
and the contempt of his betters. 


His Wife was a notable ftirrme Wo- 
man, but vain, violent and Se Bitious ; 
yery ignorant, and very high minded. 

é had married Bragwell befor eke was 
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worth a fhilling, and as flre had brought 
him -a good ‘deal ef money, the thought 
herielf the grand caufe-of his rifing in the 


world, and thence took occafien to govern | 


him moft completely. Whenever he ven- 
“tured to oppote her fhe took care to put 
‘him in mind, “ that he owed’every thing 
to her, that had it not been for her he 
might “fill. have ‘been dtumping after a 
Plow-tail, or ferving Frogs in old Worthy’s 
Farm-Yard, but that it was fhe who had 
made a Gentleman of him. fn order to 

about making him a Gentleman, fhe 
began by teazing him till he had turned 
away all his poor relations who worked 
in the Farm. She next drew him off 
from keeping company with-his old ac- 
quaintance, and at laft perfuaded him to 
remove from the place where he: had got 
his money. Poor Woman! fhe had not 
fenfe and virtue enorgh to fee how ho- 
nourable it is for a man to raife himfelf 
in the world by fair means, and. then to 
help forward his poor relations and 
friends, engaging their fervice by his 
kindnets, and endeavouring to keep want 
out of his family. 


+ 
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ht Mrs. BragweH was an excellent. mif-; 
ht trefs, according to her own: motions of 
1e excellence, for no one could fay that ithe 
‘n ever loft an opportunity of fcalding a fer. 
ns vant, or was ever. guilty of the wenksals 
ut of overlooking a fault. Towards her two 
ig [— daughters her’ behaviour was far other- 
1e wife, In them the could fee nothing but 

a perfections : but her extravagant fondnefs 
5 for thefe girls was full as much owing to 
vd pride as. to affeGtion. She was bent on 
to making a family, and having found out 
he that fhe was too. ignorant, and too much 
= trained to, the habits of getting money, 
> ever to hope to make a figure herfelf; fhe 
ua looked to, her daughters asthe perfons: , 
c- who were to raife the family of the Brag- ~ 
to m wells: And in this hope. fhe foolthhly. 

ot fubmitted to any drudgery for their fakes, 
ot and to any impertinence from them. | 
o- = {a 
1f The firit with of her .heart was to fet 
to them above their neighbours; for fhe u- 
id fed to fay “ what was the ufe of having 
‘ig fubftance, if her daughters might not:cam. 
nt ry themfelves above’ girls who had nos 


thing?” ‘To do her juftice, fhe? herfelt 
would be about early and late to dee traps 


the bufinefs of the houfe was not stale te 
E 5 






















(. 


ed. She had been bred to great indufiry, 
and continued to work when it was no 
longer neceflary, both from early habit, 
and the defire of heaping up money for 
her daughters. Yet her whole notion of 
gentility was, that it confifted in being 
rich andidle, and though fhe-was willing 


10 () 





tobe a drudge herfelf, fhe refolved to 


make her daughters gentlewemen. ‘To 
be well dreffed, “and to do nothing, or no- 
thing that was of any ule; was ‘what the 
fancied diftinguifhed: people in» genteel 
life. And this is too common a notion of 
a, fine education among fome people. 

‘Fhey. do not efteem things by their ufe, 
but by their fhew. ‘They eftimate the va- 
lue of their children’s education by the 
money it cofts, and not by the aduladies 
and goodnefs:it beltows. . People of this 
ftamp.often take a pride in the ex pence 
of learning, inftead of taking pleafure in 
the advantage of it.. And the filly vanity 
of letting others fee that they can afford 
«way thing, often fets parents on letting 
their daughters learn not only things of 
no ufe, but things which may be really 


hurtful -in their fituation; either by fet- 


ting them above their proper duties, or 
ote: | 
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by taking up their time ina way incon- 
filtent with; them. 
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Mrs. Bragwell fent her daughters to a 
boarding School, where fhe wifhed them 
to hold up their heads as high as any bo- 
dy ; to have more fpirit than to be put up- 
on by any- one, never to be pitiful about 
money, but.rather to fhew that they could 
{pend with the beit; to keep. company~ 
with the richeft girls in‘'the School, and 
to make no acquaintance with Farmer’s 
Daughters, wt g 


They came home at the ufual age of 
leaving School, with a large portion of 
vanity. grafted on, their native ignorance,’ 
The vanity was added but the ignorance 
was not taken away... Of Religion they 
could not pofiibly learn any thing, fince 
none was taught, for at that place it was 
confidered as a part of education which 
belonged only. to Charity: Schools. Of 
knowledge they got jut enough to laugh 
at their fond parents’ ruftic manners and 

vuigar language, and juft enough tafte to 
defpife. and ridicule every eirt who was 
not ‘as vainly drefled as themiélyes: 
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‘The Mother had been comforting her- 
felf for the heavy expence of their bring- 
ing up, by looking ferward to the plea- 
fure of feging them become fine ladies, 


and tothe - chia of ratio: them above 
their fiation. 


Their Father hoped alfo that they 


would be a comfert to him beth in fick- 
nefs and in health. He had no learning 
himfelf, and could write but poorly, and 
awed what {kill he had in figures to his 
natural turn for bufinefs. He hoped that 
his daughters, after all the money he had 
fpent on them, would now write ‘his let- 
ters and keep his accounts. And as he 
was now and then laid up with a fit'ef 
the gout, he was enjoying the profpe@ of 
having two affeGtionate children to nurle 
him. . : 


SWhen they came’ home however; ‘he’ 
had the mortification to find, ‘that though’ 
he had two fnvart thowy ladies to vifit him, 
he had neither auitiful daughters to nurfe 


him, nor faithful ftewards’ to keep his . 


books.’ "They neither foothed ‘him! by 
kindnefs - pele he was. fick, nor helped 
him when he was bufy. They thought 








es Ot Ve ee OS 


_ Ss? Mee OP 


i. aes 


al 


tn Ss AR 


(ag }) 


the maidimight take care of ‘him inthe 
-gout ;as, fhe did,before. And as-to their 
_fkill im cyphering he foon found tohis 
-eoft, that though they..knew how to spend 
-both Pounds, Shillings, and Pence; yet 


they did not kriow fo weil how -to-catt 
them up. 


‘Mrs. Bragivell one day being very ba- 
fy in-making a great dinner for the neigb- 
bours, ventured to requeft her essgines 
to affift in making tke paftry. They atked 
her fcornfully “ whether the had fant them. 
to Boarding School to learn to cook; and 
added, that they fuppofed the would ex- 
pect them next to make puddings for the 
hay-makers.’” So faying they coollymarch- 
ed -off to their mufc. When the Mo- 
ther found her girls were too polite to be 
of any ufe, the would take comfort in ob- 
fensing how her parlour was fet out with 


their Fillagree and Flowers, their Em- 
_broidéry and cut paper. They {pent the 


morning in bed, the noon in drefling; the 
evening at the Spinnet, » anid. the night in 
reading Novels. 


With all thefe fine qualifications it is 
ealy to o fuppofe that as they. deipifed: theit 
E. 7 Hees 
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fober duties, they no lefs defpifed their 
plain neighbours. When they could not 
get to a horfe race,-a petty ball, ora itrol- 


ling play, with fome company as idle and 


as {nvart as themfelves, they were driven 
for amufement to the Circulating Library. 


- Jack the plowboy, on whom they had 


now puta livery jacket, was employed 
half his time in trotting backwards and 
forwards with the moft wretchéd trafh the 
little neighbouring book fhop could fur- 
nifh. The choice was often left to Jack, 
who could not read, but who had gene- 
ral orders to bring all the new things, and 
a great many of them, ns 

Things were in this ftate, or rather 
growing worfe, for idlenefs and vanity 
are never at a ftand; when’ thefe two 
wealthy farmers, Bragwell and Worthy 
met at Weyhill Fair, as was faid before. 
After many hearty falutations had paffed 
between them, it was agreed that Mr. 


‘Bragwell fhould fpend the next day with 


his old friend,-whofe houfe was not many 
miles diftant, which Bragwell invited 
himfelf to do in the following manner, 


' we have not had a comfortable day’s 


chat for years, faid he, and as I am ‘to 
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look at a drove of lean beafts in yout! 
neighbourhood, I will take-a bed at.your 


‘houfe, and we will pafs the evening in 


debating as wes aféd toi do: You know 


I always loved a bit of an argument, and* 


am reckoned not to make the worft-figure 
at our club: I had not, to be ure, fach 
good learning as you had; -becaufe your 
father was a Parfon, and you got it for 
nothing. .But I can bear my? part pretty 
well for all that. When any man-talks 
to me about his learning; I afk if it has 
helped him te get a goodieftate;. ifhe fays 
no, then I weuld not give him a:rufh for 
it; for,of what ufe-is all thé learning in. 
the world if it.does not make aman rich? 
But as I was faying, I will come and:fee 
you to-morrow ; but’ now don’t let your 
wife; put herfelfinto. a fufs for mee Don’t 
alter your own plain way, :for Lam not 
proud I aflure you, nor above my old 
friends, though I-thank Gep ‘ am able 
ty well in the world: 


To all this dourithing f peech Mr. Wor- 
thy coolly. anfwered, that certainly world- 
ly .profperity ought never to make any ; 
man proud fince: it is Gop,.who giveth | 


ftrength to get riches, and Without: his 
E Fé 

































blefimg "tis ive vain to rise up early and 6: 
eat the bread. of carefulness. 


About: the niiddte of the:next day Mr. 
Bragwell reached: Mr. Worthy? neat: 
and pleafant dwelling, He fownd every 
thing in it the révérfe of hisown; Pt had 
-<afot fo many ornaments but it had more 
comforts, And whembhe faw his friend’s 
good old fafhioned®arm chair in a warm 
corner, he gave afigh, to think how his 
own had been biniftied to make room for 
his daughter’s Mufic. Inftead of made 
flowers: “ glafs cafés, and a tea cheft and 
{ereen: too finé to be: wléed, and about 
which he was cautioned, and fcelded as 
oftén ‘as he ‘came néat them, he faw a 
nivat fhelf of good’ books for the fervice 
of thé family, and 'a fmeall medicine cheft 
for the. benifit of the Pavr | 


Mes: Worthy and her auephsees had 
prepared a plain but neat’ and good din. 
ner. The tarts were fo exc@Hentethat 
Bragwell’ felt a fecret kind Of regret ‘that 
his owi daughters were too getiteel to do 
any thing fo very wfeful, Indeed he had 
been always unwilling té believe that any 


thing which was vey. proper and very 
* 
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neceflary,;’ could be fo extremely vulgaf 
and unbecoming as his daughters were 
always declaring it:to be. And his late 
experience of the little comfort he found 
at; home, .inclined’ him now: ftill more 
ftrongly .to fufpe& that things were not 


i) 





fo right as he had been made to fuppofe. 


But it was in vain to {péak; for his dawgh- 
ters conftantly ftopped his mouth’ by a 
favourite faying of theirs, “ better be out 
of the world than out of the fafhion.” . 


i 


_ Soon after dinner the women went d6ut 


to. their feveral employments, and» Mr. 
Worthy being left alone with his guett 
the following difcourfe took pane | 


Bragwell, Yow havea couple. of fober, 
pretty looking girls, Worthy ; but I won- 
der they do not tip offa little more. Why 

‘my girls have as!mueh fat and flour on 
their heads as would half maintain my 
reapers in fuet pudding. io 


Worthy. Mr. Beagwell; 4 in the man- 
agement of my family, I-don’t.confider 
what I might afford: qgly, though that is 
one great point ; but Ader alfo what 





is needful and becoming in a man of mf. 
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Ration, for there are fo many ufeful ways 
ef laymg out morey, that I feel as if it 
worte: a firtt f erid one naneceflary thil- 
ling.’ Having bad: ithe blefling of a good 
pe aires roy T have been able to — 
give the like advantaye to my daughters. 
One of the beft ieffons I have taught them’ 
is, to know themfelves:° and one proof 
that. they have: learnt this leffon is, that 
they. are ‘not above any of the duties of 
their ftation. They read and write well, 
and when my eyes are bad they keep my 
accounts in awery'pretty.manner, ° If I 
had pat theth tolearn: Wiatyou call gomieel 
things thefe might either’ have beemofne 
ufe to them, and fo both time and money 
might have been thrown away ; or they 
might havéiproved worfe than nothing to 
them by Iéading them ialtéwrong notions, 
and. wrong icompanyy Though we don’t 
with thém ‘to do the laboriows parts of the 
dairy: avork,: yet they always afi their 
Mother in the management: ef Ht, . -As*to 
their appearance, they are every day 
neéafly as you fee them now, and’on Sun- 
~ days they are very eéathy vdrefled, but it 
is alWays ‘in a decent mi ‘modeft way. 
There areno lappets, fringes, furbelows, 
and tawdry ornaments, fluttering about 
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among my cheefe and butter.’ Ané I e. 
fhould feel no vanity, but much mortifi- 2 
- cation, if a ftranger feeing Farmer Wor- _ 
i thy’s daughters at Church fhould alk who ‘a 
ek thofe fine ladies were? _ 





a Braewell. Now I own I fhoutd like to 

f have fuch a queftion afked concerning 

t my daughters. I like to make peopie 

tf &F {tare and envy. It makes one feel one- 

l, felf fomebody.. But as to yourfelf, to be 

y fure you ‘belt know what’you can afford. 

I And rmdeed there is fome difference be- 

of tween your daughters and the Mifs' Biregi 

AC) wells. 

I hthen, | 

y Worthy. or my part, before I engage , 

0 in any expence I always-afk myfelf thefe ie 
85 two ihort queftions, Firft, can I afford a 
"t it 2 pe Aeece OET it proper for mee 2h , 

1e ahs) | 

in? Br aewell. Do you fo? Now‘d own 1 Bey! 
to afk myfelf but one: For ifIfindIcan [Pe 
Ly aiford: it, I take care to fake tt proper if 
n- for me. ‘TF I can pay for a thing, no one j 

it @ hasaright to hinder me from having it. : 

7" | 


'S, 
ut 


Worthy. Certainly. ‘But a man’s own 
prudence and fenfe of duty, ought to pre+ 
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vent. him from doing an improper thing, 


as effeQtually as if there were fomebody to 
hinder him. 


Bragwell. Now I think aman isa fool 
who is hindered from having any thing 
he has a mind-to; unlefs indeed hé is 


in want of money.to pay for it; I am no 


friend. to debt.. A poor man mut want 
on. 


Worthy. But Ihope my children have 
learnt not to want any thing which is not 
proper. for them... They are, very indul- 
trious,, they. attend to bufineis all day; 
and in the evening they fit down to their 
work and a good book. -I think they live 
in the fear of Gop, Itruft they are hum- 
ble and. pious, and I am.fure they feem 
cheerful and happy. If lam fick, it is 
pleafant to fee them difpute which hall 
Wait upon me; for they fay the. mggid 
cannot..do it fo tenderly as , them- 
ielves.—-——' # ~ 





This part of the difcourfe feescata 
Bragwell. Vain as he awas, he could not 
ae feeling what a difference a religious 
and a worldly education made on the 
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heart, and how much the former regula- 
ted even the: natural temper. Another 
thing which furprifed/him was, that thefe 
girls living a life of domettic piety, with- 
out any public diverftons, fhould be fo 
very ‘cheerful and happy; while his own 
daughters, who were never contradicted, 
and were indulged with continual amufe- 
ments, were always fullen and ilt-temme.. 
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pered. _That they who were more hu- © 


moured fhould be lefs grateful and hap- 
py, difturbed him much. He. envied 
Worthy the tendernefse of his children, 
though he would not own it, but turned 
it off thus. 3 ee ae 


Bragwell. ' But my girls are too {mart 
to make mopes of, that is the truth. 
Fhough ours is fuch a lonely village, 
tis wonderful to fee how foon they: get 
the fafhions. ‘What with the defcriptions 
in the Magazines, and the pictures in the 
pocket Books, they have them im atwink- 
ling, and’ out-do their pattéfns all to no- 
thing. Fuféd to take in the County Jour- 
nal, becaufe it was ufeful enough to fee 
how Oats went, the time of high water, 
and the price of Stocks.” But’ when my 
ladies came home forfooth, I was foon 
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Wheedled out of that, and forced to take 
a London paper, that. tells a deal about 
caps and feathers, and all the trumpery 
of the quality. When I want to know 
what hops-are a bag, they are. fnatching 
the paper to fee what violet foap is a 





t 
pound. And as tothe dairy, they never ys 
care how Cow’s milk goes, as long as they. mn 
can pet fome. ftuff which they call Milk - 
of Rofes. . ta 

+ ote kes | eta) fi 
= Worthy. But do your daughters never ei 
f read ? > a 
: s : ts 

| Bragell. Read! I believe they de Fe 


too. hy. our Jack the Plow boy {pends b 
| half his time in going toa fhop in our b 
: aa Market town, wheré they let out books 
4 ar to. read with marble covers. And they 
ary fell paper with all-manner ef colours on 
the edges, and gim cracks, and powder: 
ie puffs, and wafh-balls, and cards without 
VY 2 any pips, and every thing. in the world 
eet v that’s genteel@and of no ufe. ’T was but 
%\  —  Wother day I met Jack with abafket full, 
of thefe books, fo having fome time to 
{pare, I fat down to fee a little what they 
were about. Rc Aes 
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Worthy. Well, [hope you there found 
what was likely-to improve your daugh- 
ters, and teach them the true ule of time. 
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Bragwell. Ovas to that, you are’ pret- 
ty much out. - I could make neither head. 
nor tail of it. It was neither fifh, flefh, 
nor good: red-herring. 
my Lord, and Sir Harry and the Cap- 
tain. But I never met yw ‘ fuch nonfen- 
fical fellows in my lifes acir talk was 
no more like that of - eld landlord, 
who was a Lord you knOwy, nor the Cap- 
tain of our fericibles, than chalk Ys like 
cheefe. I was fairly taken i in at frft, and 
began to think I had got hold of a godly 
book, for there was a deal about *“ hope 
and defpair, and heaven, and Angels, 
and terments, and everlafting happinefs.”’ 
But when I got a little on, T found there 
was no meaning in all thefe ‘w ords, or if 
any, *twas a bad meaning. ‘“ Mifery’’ 
perhaps only meant a difappointment a- 
bout abit of a letter: and “ everlaftin 
happinefs*? meant two people talking 
nonfenfe together for five minutes. In 
fhort, I never met with fuch a pack of 
lies. ‘The people talk fuch gibberifh as 
no folks in their feber fenfes ever talked; 






It was all about - 
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and the things that happen to them are 
not like the things that ever happen to 
any of my acquaintance. ‘They are at 
home one minute, and beyond fea the 
next. Beggars to-day, and Lord’s to- 
morrow. Waiting maids in the morning, 
and Ducheffes-at night. You-and J, Maf- 
ter Worthy, ‘have worked hard .many 
years, and think it very well to have {cra- 
ped a trifle of money together, you a few 
hundreds I fuppofe, and I afew thoufands. 
But one would think every man in thefe 
books had the@Bank of Jéngland in his 
fcruteire. Then there’s another thing 
which I never met with intrue life. We 
think it pretty well you know, if one-has 
got one thing, and another has got ano- 
ther. I?ll tell you how Imean. You are 
reckoned fenfible, our Parfon is learned, 
the Squire is rich, I.am rather-generous, 
one of your daughters is pretty, and beth 
mine are genteel. But in thefe books, 
(éxcept here and there one, whom they 
make worfe than Satan himfelf) eve 

®man and woman’s-child of them, -are-all 
‘wile, and witty, and generous, -and rich, 
and handfome, , and _ genteel. ‘Nobody 
is middling, or good in one. thing, and 
‘bad i in another, like my live acquaintance. 
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But ’tis all up to the fkies, or down-to 
I had rather read Tom Hicka+: 


the dirt. 
thrift, or: Jack the ina killer. 


Worthy. 
Bragwell,- that many of thefe books-are 
ridiculous, I will go farther, and jay, that 
to. me they appear wicked'alfo. And I 
fhould account the reading of them a great 
mifchief, efpecially to peeps in middling 
and low life, if i only take into the ac- 
count the great lofs of time fuch reading 
caufes, and the averfion itleaves behind 


| for what. is more feriots and folid. But 


this. though a bad part ie not the worlt; 


Thefe. béoks give falfe views of human. 
life. "Phéy teach a contempt for humble 
§ and domeftic duties ; for induftry; frugali- 


ty, and retirement. Want of youth ‘and 
beauty, is confidered as ridiculous. Plain 
peoplé, like you and“me, are objects of 
Sieh Parental authority as fetsat 

aught. Nay, plots and contrivances, 
arainf parents and guardians, ‘fill half 
the volumes. 
bafinefs of human life, 

© 

firained, and to the indulgence of this padli- 
an every duty is therefore facrificed. A’ 


ee ne * 


You seve found out Mr. 


‘They tiake love the gréat: 
and ‘even teaehy 
that it is impoflible to be reculated or res) 
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country life, with a kind mother, ora fo- { 
ber aunt, is defcribed as.a ftate of intole- 9 ey 
rable mifery. And one would be apt to §@ jp 
fancy, from their painting, that a good §& th 
country houle is a prifon, and a worthy § nj 
father the goaler.. Vice is fet off with § th 
every ornament which can make it plea- — m 
fing and amiable ; while virtue and piety § th 
are made ridiculous by tacking to them tr 
fomething that.is filly or abfurd. Crimes & fr 
which would be confidered as hanging § th 
matter at the Old Bailey, are here made @ fe 


to. take the appearance of virtue, by be- th 
ing mixed with fome wild flight of unna- fa 
tural generofity. ‘Thofe crying fins, § m 
Aputtrery, Gamine, Dueus, andSext § tt 
Murper, are made fo familiar, and the dh 
wickednefs of them is fo difguifed, that HH d: 
even innocent girls get to lofe their. ab- th 
horrence, and to talk with complacency th 
of things which should not be so much as @ d 
named by them. y 


‘I fhould not have faid fo much on this 

@ mifchief, (continued Mr. Worthy,). from 
which I dare Jay, great folks faacy.peo- 
plein our ftation are fafe enough, if Idid 
not know and lament that. this corrupt 
reading is now got. down even among 21 





lat 
ib- 


as 


lis 


im 


O- 
te 
ipt 


ng 


C ap 


fome of the loweft clafs, And it is an 
evil which is.{preading every day. Poor 
induftrious girls, who get their bread by 
the needle, or the loom, fpend half the 
night in liftening to thefe books. Thus 
the labour-of one girl is loft, and the 
minds of the reft are corrupted ; for though 
their hands are employed in honeft induf- 
try, which might help to preferve them 
from alife of fin, yet. their hearts are at 
that very time polluted by fcénes and de- 
feriptions which are too likely to plunge 
them into it. And I think I don’t go too 
far, when I fay, that the vain and fhewy 
manner in which young women who have 
to werk for their: bread, have taken: to 


drefs themfelves, added ‘to the poifon they 


draw from thefe’ books, contribute toge- 
ther to bring them to deitruction, more 
than almoft any ether caufe. Now tell me, 


don’t you think thefe wild books will hurt 


your daughters ? 


Bragwell.” Why 1 do think they are 


grown full of fchemes, and contrivan- 


ces, and ‘whifpers,. that’s the truth on’t. 
Every thing is .a fecret.. They: always 
feem to be on the look ont for fomething, 
aud when nething comes on’t, then they 
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are fulky and difappointed. They will 


not keep. compaty with their duiila 


They defpife trade and farming, and]. 


Bak Die for the ftuff. I fhould not like 


for them to marry any byt a man of fub-. 


ftance, if. he was ever fo fmart. Now 
they will hardly fit down with a fubftan- 
tial country dealer. But if they hear of 
a recruiting party in our Market Town, 
on goes. the finery—off they are. Some. 
flimfey excufe is patched up. They want 
fomething at the Book-fhop, or * Mil- 
lener’s, becaufe I fuppofe there is a chance. 


that fome Jackanapes of an Enfign may 


be there buying a Sticking plaitter. In 
fhort I do grow: a liitle*aneafy, for d 
fhould. not kes th: dee: Suvi haere faved 


thrown away on a Knaplack,: 


So faying they both rofe, and sislked: 
out to view the Farm. Mr. Bragwell 
affeCted greatly to admire the good order 
of every thing he faw ; but never forgot 
to compare it with fomething larger, and 


shandfomer, or better of his own, It was 
eafy to fee that Se/f was the ftandard of 


perfection in évery thing. All he pofleff- 
ed gained fome increafed value in his eyes 
from being his; and in furveying the pro- 
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perty of his friends, he ‘derived food for 


his vanijy, from things which feemed 
leaft likely to raife it. Every appearance 
of comfort, or fuccefs, or merit in any 
thing which belonged to Mr. Worthy, 
led him to {peak of fome fuperior advan- 
tage of his own of the iame kind. And it 
was clear, thatthe chief part-of the fatis- 
faction he felt in walking over the farm 
of his friend, was catifed by thinking how 
much larger his own was. 


Mr. Worthy; who felt. a kindnefs for 
him, which all his vanity could not cure; 
was on the watch how toturn their talk 
to fome ufeful point. And whenever peo- 
ple refolve to go into company with this 
view, it is commonly their own fault if 


= {ome opportunity of turning it to. account 


does not offer. 


He faw Bragwell was intoxicated with 
pride, and undone by profperity, and 


Se that his family was in the high road to ru- 


in. He thought that if fome means could 
be found to open his eyes on his own cha- 
racter, to which he was now-totally blind, 
it might be of the utmoft fervice to him, 
The more Mr. Worthy refleéted, the 
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more.he wifhed to undertake this kind 
ofice. He was not fure that Mr. Brag- 
well would bear it, but he was very fure 
it was his duty to attempt it. Mr, Wor- 
thy was very humble, and very candid, 
and he had great patience and forbearance 
with the faults of others. He felt no 
pride at having efcaped the fame error, 
for he knew who it was had made them ta 
differ. We remembered that Godhad giv- 
en him many advantages, a pious father 
and a religious Education; this made him 
humble under a fenfe of his own fins, and 
charitable towards the fins of others, wha 
had not the fame privileges. 


Juft as he was going to try to enter in- 
to ‘a very ferious converfation with his 
gueft, he was ftopped by the appearance 
of his daughter, who told them fupper 
was ready. 


Soon after fupper Mrs.' Worthy left 
the room with her daughters, at.her huf- 
band’s defire ; for it was his intention to 
fpeak more plainly to Bragwell than was 
likely ta be agreeable to him before 
others. | Ms beet 
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The two farmers being feated at their 
little table, ‘each in a handfome old fafhi- 
oned great chair, Bragwell begah. 


Kt is a great comfort, neighbour Wor- 
thy at a certain time of life to be got a- 
bove the world ; my notion is, that a man 
fhould ' labour band the firft part of ‘his 
days and that he may then fit down and 

enjoy himfelf for the remainder. Now 
though I hate boafting, yet as you are my 
Ideft friend I am about to open'’my heart 
to you. Let me tell you then I reckon I 


have worked -ag hard as any mam in my 


ime, and that LE now begin to think f 


Mave a right to indulge a little. I have 


rot my money with a good character and 
mean to fpend it with:credit. I pay e- 
rery one his own, I fet a’good example, 
keep to my church, I’ ferve Gop, I ho- 


our the king, and I obey the laws of the 
and. 


This is doing a great deal indeed, re- 


mlied Mr. Worthy, but added he, I doubt 


hat more gdes to the making up’ all thefe 
luties than men aré commonly aware of. 
Suppefe then that you and I talk the mat- 
ler ovér coolly, we have the evening be- 
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fore us.’ What if we fit down together 
as two friends and examine one another. 
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Bragwell, who loved an argument, and 
was jot a little vain both of his fenfe and 
his: morality, accepted the challenge, and 
gave his word that he would take in good 
part any thing that fhould be faid to him. 
Worthy was about to proceed whea Brag- 
well interrupted him for a moment, by 
faying,—But ftop friend, before we begin 
I with you would remember that we have 
had.along walk, and I want a little re- 
frefhment; have you no liquor. that is 
ftronger than this\ cider? Iam afraid it 
will give me a fit of the gout. 


Mr. Worthy. immediately produced a 
bottle of wine and another of {pirits, fay- 
ing though he drank neither {pirits nor 
even wine himielf, yet his wife always 
kept a little of each as a provifion in cafe 
of ficknefs or accident. 


Farmer Bragwell prefered the brandy. 
and began to tafie it. Why, faid che, 
this is no better than Englith, I always 
ufe foreign myfelf, I bought this for fo- 
reign, faid Mr. Worthy. No no, it 1s 
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Englith fpirits [ aflure you, but I can pat 
you into a way to get foreign nearly as 
cheap as Englifh. Mr. Worthy replied 
that he a that was impoffible. 


Bragwell. QO no, here are ways and 
means—a word to the wife—there is an 
acquaintance of mine that lives upon the 
fouth coaft—you are a particular friend 
and I will get you a gallon for a trifle. 


Worthy. Not if it be {mugeled Mr. 
Bragwell, though I fhould get it for fix- 
pence a bottle.—Afk no queftions, fays 
the other, I never fay any thing to any 
one, and who is the wifer? And fo this 
is your way of obeying the laws of the land, 
faid Mr, Worthy—here is a fine fpecimen 
of your morality. 


Bragwell. Come, come, don’t make a 
fuis about trifles. Lfevery one did it in- 
deed it would be another thing, but as to 
my getting a drop of good brandy cheap, 
why that can’t hurtthe revenue much. © 


Worthy. 
thould you 


Pray Mr. 
think of a man w he woul al dip 


Bragwell what 
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his hand into a bag and take out a few 






















guineas. 
i | Bragwell. “Think; why I think that 
: | B i he fhould be hanged to be fure. 


Worthy. But fuppofe that bag ftood 


le in the king’s treafury. 


Bragwell. Im the king’s treafury 
worfe and worfe! What, rob the “ri S 
( tréafury. Well I hope the robber willf¥Go 
+ be taken up arid executed, for I fuppofe [pra 
os we fhail all be taxed to pay the damage. [day 





Ol Worthy. Verytrue. If one man takes Minov 
oa . money out of the treafury others muft be fyet 


ore obliged to pay the more into.it; but what ml d 
‘ | i think you if the fellow fhould be found tofjmai 
‘ oe have ftopped fome money in it?s way tof / 
| che treafury inftead of taking it out of the Mou 
bag after it got there. wi 
n 


Bragwell. Guilty, Mr. Worthy, it is 


ih all the fame in my opinion. Ifiwa:alg 2 
f Jury-man, I fhould fay guilty, death. de 
a O01 


Worthy. Hark ye Mr. Bragwell, he you 
that deals in f{muggled brandy, is the man} 
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who takes to himielf the king’s money in 
it?s way to the treafury, and he as:much 
robs the govérnmentas if he dipt his hands 
into a bag of guineas in the treafury cham- 


iber. It comes to the fame thing éxa@ly. 
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Here Bragwell feemed a little offended. 
What Mr. Worthy; dd you pretend to 
fay I am not an honeft man becaufe I like 
to get my brandy as cheap asIcan? and 
becaufe I like to fave a fhilling to my fa- 
ily? Sir, I repeat it, I do my duty to 
Gop and my neighbour.—I fay the Lord’s 
prayer moft days, I go to church on Sun- 
days, I repéat my creed and keep the 
ten commandments, and though I may 
ow and then get a little brandy cheap, 
et upon the whole, I will venture to jay, 
do as much as.can be expected of any 
an. : 
Worthy. Come then, fince you fay 
rou keep the commandments, you cdn- 
ot be offended if 1 afk you whether you 
nderftand them, | 


Bragwell. Tobe fure Ido. I dare fay 
do, lookee, Mr. Worthy, I don’t pretend 
© much reading, I was not bred to it as 
rou were. If my father had been a par- 
on I fancy I fhould have made as good a 
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figure’ as fome other folks, but I hope 


By. good fenfe and a good beart may teach a 
a man his duty without much {fcholarfhip. 





Worthy. ‘To come to the point let. us 
now go through the ten commandments, 
a and let ws take along with us thole expla- 

Bis nations of. them which our Saviour gave 
| d us in his fermon on the mount, 











Bragwell.. Sermon om the mount ! why 
aa the ten commandments are in'the 20th 
ae chapter of Exodus. Come, come, Mr. 
i? Worthy, I know where to find the com. 
ni) mandments as well as you do, for it hap- 
| | pens that I 2m church-warden, and I can 
| ie {ee from the altar piece where the ten com- 
} mandments are without your telling me, 
for my pew direCtly faces it. 
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Worthy. But I advile you to read the 
fermon .on the mount, that you may fee 
the full meaning of them. 


* 
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To Be Convinven.. 


